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The Right Reverend 


FATHER in GOD, 


RICHARD, 


Lok v BISHOP 


s: DAVID 
My Lonp, 


HE unexpected Approbation 
this Diſcourſe (however Incor- 
rect) met with, when I lately 
deliver dit from the Pulpit, and 
che earneſt Importunity of Friends to make 
it more Publick, have at laſt prevail d 
with me to venture on a Compliance. But 
as I am not Iuſenſible how Imperfect it 
may appear to a Critical and Judicious 
Eye, and * A I may be to an 
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VZ 
Attempt of ſo extenſive a Deſign, (being 
eſpecially confin'd to the narrow Compais 


of a ſingle Sermon) yet knowing my La- 


bours in the Goſpe/ (whoſe Purity and 
Preſervation we are in theſe our Days 
laid under the fad Neceſſity of contending 
moſt Earneſtly for) could no ways be better 
Employ d than in ſuch Enquiries as theſe, 
on the very Fundamentals ot, our Chriſtian 
Calling: I therefore humbly Preſume on 
my Pardon, if I at Preſent ſhew my felt 

in a Cauſe, which either in #t/eff,* might 
need no farther Defence than an impartial 
Examination of it, or if it ſhould, it muſt 


require a much abler Advocate for its Sup- 
port and Maintenance. ' * 


LEI 


4 


But ſhould Your Lordſhip favour the 


Compoſition (tho of that T make no 
Merit) as I cannot doubt but You will 


my Intention in it being Calculated (how 


meanly ſoever Perform d) as a brief Sols- 


tion of the Scepticiſm, and boaſted Ob- 
jections which ſome modern Infidels have 
Advanc d againſt Chriſtianity : I perſwade 


my ſelf,” Your Lordfbip will excuſe my Ton- 


idence, if I beg Vour Protection to it, 
now J offer it as the Firſt. Fruits of my 
Endeavours in the Miniſtry to the 
World. 33 R = Cpirr 


And 


The DxpreaTION. 


And as Your Loraſbip has laid me un- 
der the greateſt Obligations to acknow- 
ledge upon all Occaſions, Your undeferv d 
Kinaneſſes' to me, and to make known 
my Gratitude to You for them; ſo, my 
Lord, the Subjett-Matter here treated of, 
ſeems more immediately to require a Be. 
dication of it to ſo Worthy a Prelate, who 
has ſo Seaſonably Interpos d in Vindication 
of theC i iar Religion, and indefatigably 
Labours to Reſcue the Truth of it from 
the open Violence and M. iſconſtruttions of 
wnreaſonable Men. | 

They, it ſeems, foreſaw how Tnpotent 
and Abortive their Attacks would prove 
againſt our Faith, unleſs they firſt ſet them- 

ſelves againſt the moſt ſtrenuous Aſſertors, 

as well as Defame and Vilify the thining 
Ornaments of the Church :' And fince this 
was their Method, they could not fail to 
meet Your Lordſhi in that Number, and 
well concluded, how Ineffettu ally the 
ſtruck at the Foundations of our Religion, 
unleſs the Wound could be given through 
Your Name, and the e. 4 har atpers 
of other learned Biſhops.” 

However, on this let our Conf, Hey 
that our Saviour foretold, leſt we might 
be mov d, when it ſhould happen, that the 
Mini ſiry ſhould be falſiy Reproach d, and = 
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| (for the more our Scriptures are Tried 


Search and Kpowledg 
us, but have done the Church allo that 
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The DEDICATION. 


moſt faithful Stewards. of his Goſpel be 


ſpoten Ewuil of, only for Righteouſneſs 
Sake. But theſe late Surpriſes, I am Satiſ- 
fyd, are too weakly Advanc'd to ſerve 

their Turn, and introduce the dangerous 
Contrivances of Libertiniſm and Irreligion 
amongſt the thinking Part of Mankind, 


their . Trath ſtill appears the more Firm 
and Rational ) but ſo far indeed have they 
been Advantageous to our Expettations, 
that they not only Alarm us to our Guard, 
and kcep us Awake on a more attentive 
e of the Hope that is in 


Additional Service, as to Engage Tour 


| Lordſhip in the Defence and Juſtification. 


of it; And therefore 'twas, Tour Lordſbip 
could no ſooner form a Deſign of Under- 


taking, but the whole Nation grew. Im- 
patient and carneſtly wait the Fublication 
of ſo Great and Commendable a Work, 


which they can't indeed but promiſe them- 
ſelves mult fully anſwer Your Deſign, and 
their Deſire. of it, when they either look 
back on Your former Writings, and conſider 


how Emigently and: Succeſsfully You have 


_ Chriſtian Myſteries, and how Able You 
are at the fame time, in Your great Learn- 


ng 


The DEDICATION. 
ing and Judgment, as well as all other 
Perſonal Qualifications, which are Ne- 
ceſſary to Accompliſh and bring it to Per- 
fection. But becauſe it is Needleſs, fo I 
fear, I may ſeem Tedious, if I dwell 
longer, either on them which are fo well 
known, or recount thoſe other Virtues 
|  Whereof You are Poſſefd, and which be- 
come and adorn the High-Office Providence 
hath entruſted You with. So I can only 
Requeſt, (being not Perhaps more Oblig d 
to Jour Loraſhip for Your private Favours, 
than as a Clergyman, for the Publick Good 
You have done Religion in Gezeral, by 
holding and maintaining always the Myſte- 
ries of our Faith in a pure Conſcience) Your 
Goodneſs may permit me to take this Op- 
portunity of Subſcribing my ſelf with all 
Gratitade and Sincerity, Es 


My LORD, 
VourLoRDSEHI Ps, 
Mloſt Dutiful and Oblig d 


Humble Servant, 


| Jeſ. Coll. Oxon. 
Aug. 20. 1729. 


WILLIAM JAMES. 


Þ 8 


FR 


1 


—PUPU „%u % OB — R 


— — — —U— — 
r . 


2 — — 
n 


3 


SERMON 


Preach d before the 


e ty of Oxford. 


Abs VIII. a 


And Philip ran thither to him, 
and heard him read the Pro- 

= Jſaias, and ſaid, Un- 
 derflandef} thou what 7hou | 
readet? 


HE Eipatichcy of a n 
Peruſal of the Scriptures, by all 
Chriſtians, is very rationally de- 

| monſtrated againſt the Romaniſts, 
as well from the Benefits and Uſefulneſs, as 
the frequent Injunctions we have receiv'd 
— their Authors {a) to read them; the ugh | 


Tray Dear. 6. 9. 11. 20, Joh. 5. 39 Acts 17. 11. 
e 3.15. MW - b. 


2 A Sermon Preach Before the 
by an ill uſe and miſmanagement of the Li- 
berty, many indeed. have perverſly miſap- 
ply'd them to their own Deſtruction, and the 
Overthrow of the Faith; howbeit as it is 
unjuſt to argue from the Abuſe of a good 
Opportunity to an entire Removal and Abo- 
lition of it, as they oontend; fo nothing per- 
haps has adminiſter'd greater ocaſions to 
Hereſies and Diſputings among us; than an 
heedleſs and injudicious ſtudy of them. Tis 
true, while we. affirm the Perſpicuity of 
their Principles and Precepts of Godlineſs, 
Ve can intend no more, than that all things 
to be belieyd and done as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation are openly reveal'd to us in them; 
becauſe what is not plainly Reveal'd cannot 
be Neceſſary, otherwiſe we make God Ty- 
rannical in requiring a Faith in us, When 
he has left us wholly Ignorant of; yet it mu 
be on the other fide own'd, that there are 
many things. contaimd in tbem hard to le un- 
. derftogd + but methinks when we, enquire 
into the true Notion of our Faith, and 
indiſputable Certainty of a divine Revektion, 
the Difficulties. we may meet with in our 
Chriſtian Perſwaſion may not be ſo much im- 
puted to their Obſcurity, and the myſterious 
Intimations we have given us of things Spi- 
ritually to be diſcern'd, as to the weakneſs 
of our Underſtandings and the miſguidance. 
of our own Affections; for in the one we may 
know indeed ſo much, as that at beſt we 
know things here but partially, and by the 
influence of the other we are often * 
| | | | ce 


the 
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ced to forms our Judgments, even of them, 


| wrong. 


But were our Minds ſo well Ius d and 
regulated by certain Precautions requiſite in 
us to make due Reflections on the Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity, we ſhall be convinc'd, not only 
on how falſe and ignorant a Footing ſome 
modern Scepticks have advanc'd their blaſ- 
phemous, as well as ſophiſtical Tenets, but be 
able allo to preſerve the Doctrines of our 
Church in the fame Purity as they were 
receiv d by the Apoſtles, and deliver'd unto 
us. 

10 order to this therefore, and faqs the 
clearer and more particular underſtanding 
what we read in the Prophetical Scriptures 
(a Work perhaps more than ordinarily ne- 
ceſſary) I ſhall af 5001 


Diſt, Lay down fone Rules which may 
beſt guide us unto the true Senſe and 
Expoſition of them, in their moſt ab- 
ſtruſe and controverted Points, and from 
_ thence, 

Secondly, I ſhall by certain Concluſions, 
neceflarily flowing from them, endea- 
vour to obviate the moſt material Ob- 
jections, that have of late been made, 
againſt the Doctrines and Faith of our 
Church, in the Evidence and Chriſtian 

Application of ancient Prophecies. | 


And Firſt, Tis a Maxim by all admitted, 
who have apply 'd themſelves to Sciences and 
2 the 
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the Diſcoveries of Truth, that every Propo- 
ſition, tender d to our Conſideration, ought to 
be weigh'd with Seriouſneſs and Impartiality; 
for from an unskillfulneſs and an inſincere 
Enquiry after the Nature of Things, as well 
as from an Ignorance of them, there can reſult 
only an imperfe& Reſolution, and from a 
blinded. Prejudice ſprings only an obſtinacy 
in Errors: but with what Attention and juſt 
Preparation of Mind ſhould we venture to 
employ our Thoughts on religious Subjects; 
and how diveſted of all Paſſion and Carnal- 
mindedneſs ſhould we contemplate the My- 
ſeries of Godlineſs ; here, I am perſwaded, 
may be needleſs to inſiſt on, eſpecially ſince 
it has been ſo fully repreſented to us in a 
late (6) Paſtoral Letter with as much Plain- 
neſs as Depth of Argument? and ſhall only 
add, that when they are taken into hand, it 
ſhould be ſurely with an Humility. and Re- 
verence due to the unerring Word of God, 
and becoming ſuch as believe them ſo; leaſt 
Self-conceit may over-rule our Reaſon, and 
thro' Arrogance and an over-fond Curioſity 
we be tempted to falſify the Truth of it, and 


be found Liars unto Gd. | 


Therefore I ſhall take a more uncommon 
Step here, and offer at ſome Meaſures or ge- 
neral Hypotheſes, . which may lead us to the 
trueſt Knowledge of the prophetical Scrip- 
tures, and whereby we may give the moſt 


WI * O 


2 _— 


(5) Bp Gibſon's Paſtoral Letter publiſh'd laſt Year. 
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Univerſity of Oxford. 3 
adequate Account of the proper Uſe and 
Deſign of them. 3 
And as the Scriptures are generally held 
to be the perfect and entire Rule, by which 
our Judgments are to be guided in Matters 
of Faith, ſo muſt it be granted, that to judge 
of them aright, and make a juſt Tryal of 
their Doctrines, we muſt heed leaſt we miſtake 
their Meaning. e | : 
Now for the better Interpretation of them, 
ue muſt remark the various Methods of 
Acceptation in which their Terms are to be 
conſider'd by us; for the Meaning of any 
Author or Sentence muſt be either collected 
from the obvious and natural Signification of 
the words, in which they are expreſs'd ; and 
where the words carry to our Thoughts a 
neceſſary and immediate Idea of the thing 
itſelf ſignify'd by them, according to their com- 
mon Uſe, we are there bound to keep to the 
Letter of them, and ſo expound the Paſſage 
in its proper or literal Senſe: Or if on the 
other hand the Matter of the Terms be ſo 
_ circumſtantiated, as by a juſt Accommodation 
they may be fairly conſtru'd of ſomething 
elſe, and be equally underſtood in a more re- 
mote Deſign, there alſo our Notions of them 
may be fairly extended and apprehend them, 
in an allegorical. or myſtical Meaning; for 
the Scripture is according to (c) St. John, a 
Book written within and without, whoſe 

Predictions may have ſeveral degrees of Com- 


— 
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plement, 
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plement, as it were, by a Progreſſion of dif- 
ferent intervening Accidents, which may be 
folded up in them, and therefore their ſeve- 
ral Conſtructions may be at once both ratio- 
nal and coherent. Whence ariſes this Ob- 
ſervation, That many Parts of Scripture may 
imply more Senſes than one under the ſame 
Terms, and may be as well metaphorically 
n ©. HTS ME tor) 
And by the help of this Diſtinction *tis 
eaſy to account for all the Metaphors, Para- 
bles, Prophecies, or typical Repreſentations 
that may occur to us, either in the Old or 


New Teſtament, in full Anſwer to a Deiſtical 


Cavil which would overturn our whole Reve- 
lation, from the ſeeming Impropriety of ſome 
Paſſages in the Letter of them: For in Meta- 
phors we' are ever ſuppos'd rationally to de- 

duce the Senſe of the Terms, as well as the 
thing itſelf intended by them; in Parables the 
moral Senſe, as well as the Hiſtorical, is point - 
ed at; in Prophecies alſo the Prediction as 
well as the Hiſtory, and under Types the 
thing figur d, as well as the Figure, is mani- 
feſtly delineated to us; in this manner the 
ancient Jews and later Rabbins explaining 
the Law rightly, waited for the Completion 
of their Prophecies, (4) which they perceiv'd 
nn ne en ' Were 
(a) And this is clearly intimated to us in that inge - 
nuous Obſervation of a learned Prelate, who in his Uſe . 
and Intent of Prophecy, notes how the Prophets were 
Miniſters of a double Covenant to the People of Hſrael, 
who; generally intermix'd the promiſes of temporal 
| wr To _ - Bleflings 
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,: Univerſity of Oxford. | 7 
were-only umbratical of future good things: 
and the Application our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles made of them to his Perſon, for the 
Proof of his Meſſiahſhip, is hereby moſt ſolidly 
Vindicated. i 11 dan 834 
However, this double Interpretation of 
Holy Writ, is not always to be obſerw'd, or 
impos'd on all places of it; but on ſuch only 
as may moſt plainly and ſimply bear a me- 
diate or immediate Relation, by the univer- 
ſality of its Terms, to the interpreted Senſe, 
or is ſuch as other parallel Paſſages elſe where 
may affirm, or be juſtly analogous to; for 
that Senſe muſt be judg d the moſt agreeable, 
which may beſt ſuit, not only with the Seope 
of the particular Paſſage, but the whole Te- 
nour likewiſe of the Sacred Writings 2 But 
to fix arbitrary Meanings on Texts, that 
neither in their proper or figurative Con- 
ſtruction or Circumſtances can be ſo adapted, 
as to be Symbolical of the thing ſo fallly.-in- 
ferr'd;. is only to multiply our on dagma- 
tical Impoſitions of Senſe, whoſe unnatural 


fiment of t 
Truth the temporal Deliverances being the actugl Per- 
** formange of one Covenant, were a great Security tor the 


4 Performance of the other; and it was unnstüurat ro 


© ſee the Hand. of God performing one Promiſe; and not 

to refle& on the Certainty of his performing the other. 

Diſcourſe V. TY . 
the 
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the Words, Leſt defiring to be Teachers of the 
Law, we may underſtand neither what we ſay, 
nor whereof we affirm. | | 
Beſides, if the obvious and grammatical 
Meaning of any Expreſſion be equally with 
the other rational, and conſiſtent with the 
whole Tenour of its Context, it then muſt 
be | pr] moſt pertinent, and therefore in 
Preference be ſpecially , adher'd to without 
doing it Violence- by a ſecondary Conſtru- 
Rion; tho' indeed in ſome Caſes, that may 
be yet induc'd, provided it exactly comports 
with the Drift and Intention of the Prophet, 
by a Propriety of Application. By this 
means likewiſe we ſhall avoid a too great 
Neglect of the literal Senſe of the Scriptures ; 
a Fault I wiſh it were not chargable on ſome 
Ancients of the Church, who out of a miſ- 
taken Zeal, have ſometimes allegoriz d away 
the proper Letter, to obtrude their own 
wrong Conceptions into the Oracles of God: 
for by Eng e up to fore d and ar- 
bitrary Conſtructions, we let go the Certain- 
ty of a literal Senſe (which if obvious, muſt 
no doubt be the primary and original Intent 
of the Holy Ghoſt, - and the Sacred. Writers) 
to indulge our own Fancies in their Whim- 
fical Inventions, to Which Reaſon is able to 
ſet no Bounds.— We grant indeed, that 
where the Terms of the Revelation may be 
by à neceſſary and natural Acceptation of 
them proy d Predictive of any future Circum- 
ſtance, and ſuch as may without any forced 
or far- fetch d Signification be complex, and 
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import a double Senſe, we have there the 
ſure Characteriſtick of a direct and poſitive  - 
Prophecy; for then by the Sign, as it were, 
is the Thing ſignified to be inferr'd, as be- 


ing the neceſſary Deſign of the Type. But 
if the Terms, in which the Matter is related, 


be incapable of any other Signification than 
what they literally imply, and can't be with 
Reaſon brought over to ſignify any remote 
Event or diſtant Action, beſides what they 
ſimply contain, we muſt in that caſe adhere 


to the Letter, and conclude the whole in its 
immediate Implication.——'T his again will 


ſecure us againſt all the Encroachments of 


_ Enthuſiaſm, and the Deluſions of ſeducing 


Spirits. For hereby we are inſtructed, not to 
follow the Uncertainty of Shadows, and 
build upon our own Conjectures, but to hold 
faſt the Subſtance, and moſt rational Con- 
ſtruction of the Matters we enquire into, in 
order to preſerve our Religion conſiſtent, and 
oha ieee. wrt, 1 

Again, Secondly, Another Difticuity, that 
confounds ſome unſtable Readers, ariſes from 
the dark and obſcure Manner, in which the 


| Myſteries of our Religion are treated of. For 
they appear commonly ſo ænigmat ical and 


perplex d in themſelves, and the manner of 


the delivery of them ſo intricate, that few 


Capacities arrive at a juſt Appre henſion of 
them, or are able to determine their proper 
and true Meaning. — But for the removal 
of this, let it be obſerv d, that where an Ex- 
preſſion is not of itſelf evidently clear, (be- 
SAY B ca ule 
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cauſe indeed the fignification of all indeter- 
minate Ideas, and much more myſterious Re- 
velations are fo uncertain) or cannot in its 
own Terms be demonſtrably True and Ne- 
ceſſary, there we are allow'd to have re- 
il | oourſe to the Context, to which it is join'd, 
1 | for its Explication, and fo from the occaſion 
of it, and by comparing Scripture by Scrip- 
ture, infer its proper Meaning. For tis not 
poſſible the Mouth of the Almighty can 
teach us in one place one thing, and declare 
the contrary in another; (for fo, his Word 
would be imperfe& and of no weight,) and 
conſequently the Truth of the Revelation 
—_— can't be better underſtood, than by taking in 
0 the whole Chain and Circumſtances of the 
Argument, and thence by the Connection of 
the Whole, we form our Judgment of its 
proper Senſe, 175 2 
3 5, Moreover, when two different Meanings 
= aäare offer d on the ſame place of Scripture, 
and we are left to our own Judgments for 
Satisfaction in them; that Meaning is allow d 
to be moſt acceptable, which is moſt natural 
or agreeable to the common Acceptation of 
the Words; or ſhould this be doubted, their 
trueſt Senſe may be collected yet from the 
general Interpretation of the primitiveChurch. 
For as the juſt Senſe of the Scriptures, was un- 
doubtedly look*d upon as of the greateſt con- 
cernment to all Chriſtians, fo they had in the 
firſt Ages as large Capacities, and greater Op- 
portunities of Underſtanding them rightly, than 
7 we can well at this diſtance of time * - : 
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The Truth of them therefore is not to be 


taken from our Fancies and humorous Criti- 
ciſms, bur is founded on themſelves, and re- 
commended to us by the general conſent of 
the Chriſtian Church ; recommended, I ſay, 
for altho* the concurrent Explications of 
Fathers and Decrees of Councils, may be 
taken as very proper Helps to aſſiſt and direct 
us in the true Knowledge of the Objects of 
our Faith, yet their Opinions ought not to 


be receiv'd as the very Grounds and only 


Doctrines of Chriſtianity, but ſo far forth are 
they to be regarded, as they are Confonant 
and Analogous to the Letter of the Serip- 
tures. | | e 8 


But farther yet; We may miſapprehend 


the genuine Import of a Text, either from 
the Sublimity of the Subje&t-matter it con- 
tains, or the Ambiguity of the Phraſes in 
which it may be deliver'd. Firſt, From 
the Sublimity of the Subject Matter; be- 


caule ttis plain ſuch Objects may be pro- 


pounded to our Conſideration, which we 
can have no perfect or determinate Know- 
ledge of; and tis equally plain, where we 
have no full Comprehenſion of the Thing 
Itſelf, or our Capacities are inadequate to it, 
tis Preſumption to be peremptory in deter- 
mining its Nature, for we know it not. 


Hence it follows, that if the Objects on which 


we employ our 'Thoughts be Infinite, * and 
our Intellectual Faculties Finite, and con- 
ſequently difproportionable to them; in 

nz fach 
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ſuch a caſe our Reaſon is not the proper 
Teſt of their Truth, but the Authority of 
the Writings that aſſure us of it. —"Tis 
true, if by the Connection of ſuch Ideas in 
a Propoſition there ſhould neceſſarily reſult a 
Diſagreement or Repugnancy of Senſe,or what 
is oppoſite to the evident Intuitions of our own 
Minds, tis natural then to disbelieve it as a 
Contradiction in itſelf. But, if in the Con- 
nection of the Terms there appears no In- 
conſiſtency, but only that they exceed the 
natural Conceptions we have of things; and 
if there be no Standard, that we know 
of, in Nature exiſting, to which we may 
compare them, or the complex Idea cannot be 
adjuſted by any likeneſs or reſemblance of it 
in the viſible Courſe of Nature, or in the 
Perceptions of our own Minds, (the only 
means we have of knowing things of our- 
felves) yet it follows not, that the thing is 
Impoſſible, but Inconceivable only by us. 
For if it be requir'd, that the Divine Power 
eis limited to do thoſe things only which we 
can adequately conceive, and the Divine 
** Veracity. to reveal only ſuch as we can 
** comprehend, then God would not be more 
© Powerful or more Wiſe than Man is, which 
**1s too groſs a Suppoſition''. We conclude 
therefore, that a finite Underſtanding, which 
can't well account for the leaſt Atom in 
Nature, is as unable. to comprehend. all 
that Ged does, or may reveal to it, as a 
finite Power is to effect every thing he can. 
Wherefore all Myſteries of divine Revelation 

5 | are 
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hend the true Import of a Text, 


* gotten, or very rarely underſtood. 
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are highly credible and demand our aſſent, 
becauſe they depend not on our Skill and 
Knowledge of them, but on themſelves, for 


their own Evidence and Truth. _T 
But, Secondly, We may again 1 104 


om 
the Ambiguity of ' the Phraſes in which 
it may be deliverd. However 'tis high- 
ly abſurd to pronounce Sentence on the 
Credit or Truth of any Hiſtory, if we are 
unacquainted with the Peculiarities and 
Manners of Writing that obtain'd among 
the Authors. We muſt be well inform'd in 
the Nature of the Thing, before we are 
ee for competent Judges of it, and be 
arther ſatisfied that our Conceptions are full 
and adequate to it, or otherwiſe the Truth 
cannot be in Us. It would perhaps be better 
for the Sceptick not to know at all, than to 
know but in part ; and ſurely the leaſt a think- 
ing Man can do, is to ſuſpend .his Judgment 
for a while, and humbly ſubmit his Reaſon to 


better Inſtructions; as he would chooſe a 


Guide amidſt the Shades of Twilight, leaſt 
he ſtumbled, and could ſee nothing before 
him but thro” a Glaſs darkly. | 


HBeſides, another cauſe of an injudi- 
cious Interpretation of the Scriptures may 


be gather'd from the little Acquaintance 


we have with the Original Languages ; 


from ſome particular Idioms in whieh they 
were Wrote ; and their frequent Alluſions 
to ancient Rites, which are now either for- 


Thee 


; 


14 A Sermon Preachd Before the 
[Theſe indeed ſerv'd a late Writer (e) for 
a ſufficient Diſcouragement of Us from the Study 
of them, and in others they have rather rais'd 
Ridicule than quicken'd their - Induſtry to 
underſtand them. But tis certainly ungene- 
rous to ſlight and vilify a Hiſtory, only be- 
cauſe they are indiligent to Examine ' the 
Drift and Tendency of it; and to ſet all at 
nought, becauſe' they know little of it, or 
conſider it not. And I can't ſorbear remark- 
ing, how this Tenet leads us to another as 
Abſurd, which ſome others (J) have run 
into, who conclude from the ſeveral Miſ- 
interpretations Men make cf the Scrip- 
tures againſt the Reception of them at 
all. But if they urge this, I need only reply, 
that the ſame Argument will hold good 
againſt all current Coin in the Nation, be- 
cauſe there may be ſome Counterfeit, and 
none it ſeems ſhould be therefore receiv d 
among us ; or that there ſhould be no Law 
to adjuſt our Rights and Properties by, be- 
cauſe Lawyers are apt to diſagree in their 
ons of je. e 
But let us haſten to a more virulent Scheme 
of modern Scepticiſm, and enquire,” as pro- 
pos d, in the 24 Place, whether from the few 
Obſervations before hinted at, we may not 
only be able to return ſatisfactory Anſwers to 
it, but eſtabliſh gur own Faith on a ſure and 


immovable Footing. 


PY 1 - eh. 


(e) The Difficulties and Diſcouragements which aticnd 
the Study of the Scriptures, &. 1 
(f) 4 Diſcourſe of Free-Thinking, &c. 


And | 


_ Univerſity of Oxford” 15 
And the firſt that occur are (g) thoſe who 
would confine the Senſe of all Prophecies to 
the bare and naked Letter of them, and con- 
demn all figurative Explications; but what 
Abſurdities muſt they fall into? Either they 
muſt maintain the groſſeſt Improprieties, or 
wholly defeat the Intention of Prophetick 
Writings. For if by a literal Senſe they un- 
derſtand no more than the immediate Signi- 
fication of Words, tis evident many material 
Prophecies (which even they allow of) are 
render d moſt flat and unaccountable Con- 
traditions. For the Terms in which they are 
expreſs'd, are in the ſtrictneſs of Grammar, 
utterly inconſiſtent - with themſelves, and 
therefore capable of no immediate Conſtructi- 
on. But if by a literal Senſe they will ſuppoſe 
the natural and neceſſary Significations of a 
Diſcourſe, and the things properly intended 
by the Words, they can't but with us con- 
ſider thoſe Prophecies (as they are Prophecies) 
in a ſecondary View, and judge them to 
have an intentional Tendency to ſome re- 
mote Event; and then I conceive they may 
be juſtly interpreted in their myſtical and 
ſpiritual Import, and the Truth of their Pre- 
ditions, by the congruity of the Accom- 


phſhment, be known; for when that which is 


Perfect is come, then that which was in Part 
| ſhall be doue away. For Confirmation of this 
woe need only reflect, how familiar a Figura 
tive and Poetick Style was to the Authors, of 
3 — | 8 g | 1 

 ('g ) The Scheme of literal: Prophecy conſider d. 
3. | | the 
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* 


the Old Teſtament, and how their Sayings 
were generally heighten'd with Rhetorical 
Expreſſions, or much darken'd with Umbrages 
and allegorical Coverings; and in our laſt 
Concluſion we are ſecure, for thus have they 
been expounded in all Ages by the Jews, and 
on which they founded all their Hopes. 
Hence Prophecy is well Styl'd a Light, tho' 
it ſhineth but at a diſtance, and in a dark 
Place, and we are encourag'd to give heed 
to it till the Day daun, and Things be made 
manifeſt unto us; as a Mirror, tho' in itſelf ob- 
ſcure, is yet able to caſt the juſt Reflections 


of outward Objects, and brings nearer our 


Sight, clear and ſtrong Repreſentations of 


Bodies, which the naked Eye cannot diſcover; 
and in both Caſes, I believe we may conclude, 
that thoſe Bodies are not the leſs Real, be- 


cauſe for the preſent we can only have ob- 


ſcure Perceptions of them, thro' their Shades 
and Images. x! + ? 129511 
However again, we contend not to be 
hereby at Liberty to refer all former Prophe- 
cies to What Events ſoever we may fancy, (for 
then dur Inventions of Comments would be 
as different, as our Ways of Thinking are 
various) but in the Applications of them, 


the whole Drift, Incidences, and Circum- 


ſtances, are to be well Weighd, and 


when upon the Compariſon of them, with 
the thing prefigur d, there reſults an exact 


Harmony of the whole ſymbolical Interpre- 


tation with the Letter, tho' an intermediate 


and hiſtorical Senſe may be concomitant and 
e | admitted 
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admitted of, yet the Spiritual or Allegorical 
at the ſame Time may be rightly fix d and 
] apply d: Of Conſequence: by this Rule, 
as a Key, we may be able to diſcover, how _ 


ruption, or an Ignorance of them, are often 


be detect and this is the Boaſt of our 
Faith, that the great Author of it hach in 


alone was that Character fully anſwer d. 
Now if either they were not ſuppos d pre- 

dictive of the Meſſiah, How came the Jews 

to underſtand and receive them in ſuch a 


produc'd out of them; Why did Jefus and 


a Prophecy out of Heſea in a Spiritual Senſe to our Savi- 


tators generally agree, underſtood of the Prophet him- 


which tho' primarily relating to the Calamities that be- 

fell the Bet hlemites in the Prophets own days, by the hands 

of the Babylonians, F he myſtically interprets it of the 
Maſſacre the Children of Berhlem ſuffer d in Herod's 


phetical Interpretation. © 


abſurdly many Prophecies have been mifinter- 
preted; and either thro''an ill-deſigned Cor-= 


miſapply'd ; for no falſe Teacher can ariſe; 
but by os get Teſt and Scrutiny he may 


all things fulfill d the Law and the Prophets, 
which teſtify d of the Meſſiah, for in him 


| Senſe; ſo long before our Saviour s Appear- 
ance on Earth? Or if they afterwards wholly 
deny d the force of ſuch Allegations as were 
his Apoſtles argue with them upon ſuch un- 
) Thus St,Merthew in his firſt Chap. Ver. 15, applies 
our Chriſt, which was literally meant, and as Commen- 


ſelf, and the People of Iſrael; and a few Verſes follow- 
ing, he cites another Prophecy out of Jeremiah 31. 15. 


| Reign; and in this View we are to conſider many other 
Citations in the Goſpel; and out of the Old Teſtament, 
on whoſe Hiſtory the Evangeliſts grounded their Pro- 


Certain 


18 A Sermon Preach'd before the 
certain Principles, as tho they were Con- 
© ceffions of their own? For unleſs they were 
+ all Agreed to refer themſelves unto the Pro- 
phets for Satisfaction in their Doubts, the 
one as vainly requix d, as the other urg'd the 
 Accompliſhment of them in his Perſon. © 
But by the way, This Writer has been ſo 
injurious to his own Scheme, that he ſeems 
to have furniſh'd us with no weak Argument 
againſt himſelt; for grant with him, that the 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament are all to 
be literally receiv'd, it will follow; that in 
_whomſoever they are literally accompliſh'd, 
to him alone they are juſtly applicable; and 
therefore tis, that we are able ſo readily to 
Demonſtrate Jeſus to be the Chriſt. For the 
Jews have not yet ſo much as pretended the 
Completion of many of them, neither are 
tbey ſuppoſed to have any other intermediate 
View, but the Chriſt, in the delivery of 
them; and as we ſhew they: never could 
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Jeſus, but in Him alone compleated; twas 
He conſequently that was to come, and we 
can't reaſonably look for another. It is ob- 
vious then, our Arguments of this ſort are 
only the more ſtrengthen d by theſe Cavils, 
as has been of late 6 learnedly Defended a- 
a 1 5 him, in a critical Diſcuffion of his, and 
. the Miſconſtructions of Gro se. 
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Others, (E) Secondiy, Deny the Force of 
Miracles, and their Evidences to ground the 
Reaſons of the Chriſtian Religion only, on 
the correſpondent Agreement of the Anti- 
type in the New, with the Types and Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament: However, 
were it not foreign to my Purpoſe, I might 
demonſtrate the Concluſiveneſs of the Argu- 
ment we draw from Miracles, for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity againſt them; and prove ho- 
neceſſary Circumſtances they are to ſtrengthen 
and expedite the Belief of it. But let it ſuf 
fice to remark, That the Application of the 
moſt expreſs Prophecies is, of it ſelf, no dire 5 
or poſitive Proof, but they are Characters 
only of the Chriſt: Tis true, if they were 
not Applicable to Jeſus, He could not be the 
promis d Meſſiah; for the want of any one 
of them eee it, and over-rule all 
the Appearances of Miracles: But theſe were 
= chiefly brought, as well to ſhew that He was 
the Perſon foretold in the Prophets, as to re- 
move all Obje&ions the Jews might raiſe a- . 
|  gainſt Him on that ſcore; whilſt the Works 
Which He did were the only poſitive Proofs 


* 


8 


3 


and Aſſertions of it ; and of conſequence theſe 


| did only illuſtrate what the others directly 
_ evinc'd and confirm d. Tho' the Concur- 
rence of both Proofs was, at the ſame time, 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh their Faith in Him, and 


the one cou d not be ſufficient and ſatisfactory 
without the other: For, as there could be no 


Te) The Ground and Reaſons of the Chriſtian Reli- 
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20 A Sermon Preach before the 
greater Marks of a divine Character afforded 
them, than thoſe viſible Effects of the divine 


Power attending it in the Performance of Mi- 


_ . - *racles: So the Meſſiah could not rightly be 


* 


Aaiſtinguiſh'd and known, but by the Demon- 


tration He gave of Himſelf in his Works, 
Which neceſſarily aſſerted the Authority of 
the divine Teſtimony, and the proper Appli- 
cation of Prophecies to Him. - | + 
Moreover, tis obſervable , the Reaſon- 
ings of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Faith, were various, and ge- 
nerally ſuited to the ſeveral Diſpoſitions of 
thoſe, with whom they convers'd: If with 
Jews, they always ſhew'd the exact Comple- 
tion of all their Predictions, and Hopes of a 
NMeſſiah in the Perſon of Jeſus : But, with the 
Gentiles , who difallow'd both the Lau and 
the Prophets, they as conſtantly appeal'd to 


Miracles for their Conviction. The Author 


therefore very Illogically inferrs, If, becauſe 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles often Reaſon'd from 
the Old Teſtament, that therefore they us d 
no other Arguments to Convert the World 
by; or, becauſe ſome times they uſed Alle- 
gories, and Hluſtrated Facts by the Analog 
of others parallel to them: Therefore their 
whole Diſcourſes were merely Allegorical, and 
to be Figuratively interpreted. No doubt 
the ancient Prophecies were ſo expreſs and 
. circumſtantial, that a Chriſtian juſtly referrs 
himſelf to them in Vindication of his Faith; 
But does it follow, that there were no other 
| Means left, or made uſe of, to evince the 
Et N „„ © OE 


- 


A; 
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d Truth of i it? For if, as he grants, p : 
6e conſiſtent with Truth, Godlineſs and Reaſon, 
— may be confirm'd by Miracles „ we contend _ - 
e for no more: That the Goſpel contains ſuch. 
- Doctrines we inſiſt on, and none have yet diſ- 
> prov'd ; we appeal therefore to the Latter, 
Ef as the mot valid Atteſtations, which he ad- 
= mits, of them: For we hold Miracles, not as 
bare Manifeſtations of themſelves only, but 
8 as the proper Vouchers, and the direct Juſti- 
— fication a the Authority of thoſe that work 

— them. This Obſervation then, not only may 

f aſſiſt us to obviate the groundleſs Scruples , 

h which Some have labour'd to perplex the 

- Truth and Certainty of the Chriſtian Re- 


velation with, but gives us alſo a ſhort View 
of the Foundations on which *tis built: For 
as it is originally founded on the exact Agree- 
ment it bears with all preceding Manifeſta- 
tions of God's Will to Mankind, which have 
been, ſince the World began; ſo is it ſuffici- 
ently.confirm'd to us by thoſe mighty Signs 
and Wonders, which attended the Publica- 
tion of it, and have been always held the 
trueſt Exidences of the divine Approbation: 
However, it ſeems, leſt this laſt Argument 
might be too cogent and concluſive, for the 
Truth of the Chriſtian. Faith, and "have its 
due Influence on our Minds, this Oppoſition 
made againſt it has been, 
| Thirdly, More blaſphemouſly Croat by 
a later Writer; 00 Who ould . away 
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the Reality of Chriſt's Miracles into mere 
Shadows, and denies the ſcriptural Hiſtory 
and Credibility of them, in defiance of the 


| ſtrongeſt Evidences that Matters of Fact are 


capable of: However, if he will abide by 
Reaſon, he muſt grant all Matters of Fa& to 


be in themſelves hiſtorically /T'rue, and if 


'True, they muſt therefore be literally receiv'd 
and underſtood, tho' in the Intention of them, 
they may be ſometimes Accommodated ac- 
cording to our firſt Rule, to a farther and 
ſpiritual Interpretation; wherefore, if our 
Saviour is ſaid to have perform'd any publick 
Action, we may be doubtleſly juſtify'd to 
interpret that Action literally, and credit 
the "Teſtimony given of it by proper Wit- 


neſſes. For either it muſt have been Tranſ- 
acted in the Sight of thoſe Witneſſes that re- 
late it, or the Evangelical Hiſtory of it is 
Falſe ; if he denies the Firſt, he muſt ſhew 


it to be either impoſſible, but all Things are 


poſſible with God, or they deceiv'd, who give 
and affirm the Teſtimony, or that they deſign d 


to deceive us by declaring unto us only thoſe 


Things which they had heard and ſeen; but this 
I think he has been ſo ingenuous as not, or 
unable to Attempt; and if he Challenges the 
the Latter he is reducd: to this, either to 
deſtroy all Credit in General, and make all, 


which we have no immediate ſelf-evident 


Knowledge ourſelves of, to be a Cheat, or 
the Senſes of other Men not to be depended 
upon in any Caſe; but this again he will not 
affirm, the Goſpel therefore muſt ſtand as 


ſure 


— 
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5 


Care as any other whatſoever, becauſe it has 


in it Equal, and all the Marks of Credibility. 
Again, if the Allegorical muſt deſtroy the 


T literal Senſe of a Thing, the ſame Thing muſt 
be ſuppos'd to mean ſomething and nothing 


at the ſame time ; for from what is Abſurd 
in it ſelf, there can flow thence only Abſurdi- 
ties: Or, which is an equal Contradiction, it 
muſt be true, and falſe at the ſame Time. 
Farther, he ſometimes Admits our Saviour to 
be a true Prophet in his own Senſe, but in 

ours a groſs Impoſtor; and on this he grounds 
his Notion , becauſe the Things which he did 


| were not Miracles. Strange Reaſoning, that 


the ſame Perſon ſhould be at once a true and a 
falſe Prophet! That what he perform'd,ſhould 
as he himſelf owns; be Typical of ſome of the 
Fundamentals of our Religion, yet ridiculous, 


or nothing at all! The Conſequence then is 
but too Natural, that his whole Religion is ſo. 


But if Chriſt had the Power of exhibiting 
the Types of Good Things to come, muſt not the 


| fame Power have enabled him to Confirm his 


Divine Mi ſſion, 2 the proper Signs and To- 
kens of it? If he allous him the one, the 


others are Neceſſary. For Miracles have been 


"ever ſuppos d the moſt deciſive Evidences of 


a Divine Miſon. Tis true, in his Parables, 
we mult regard our Sayiour's Intention, and 
not the bare Similitudes alone: for theſe 
were only to Illuſtrate what was intimated by 


the other, and their Moral was eaſily to be 


Apprehended by every Hearer : but by his 


Works he could intend nothing, if by the Per- 


formance _ 
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formance of them, the People were not to be 


convinc d, chat he was ſent from God, 10 bring 
Satuation unto Men. And why did he not in- 


form them, that they were only to be re- 


ceiv'd Myſ/tically, ' when he referr'd them to 
the Miraculouſneſs of them, for their Con- 
viction ? But this pretended Spiritualiſt far- 
reptitiouſſy takes off the Letter, that he may 
the more readily pervert the Senſeè of it, and 
he (as Gregory Nazianzen (m) complains of 
ſome Hereticks in his days) commits Scripture- 
Sacrilelge, that he may the more eaſily diſ- 

annul the Goſpel of "Chriſt. For this is only 
to bring him down to a Level with the Author, 
who, in the cuſtom of Madmen, thinks Al 


are even as himſelf ; *tis no other than an Ar- 


tempt to conceal in Darkneſs, and under the 
Myſtical Veil of Symbols, to Eclipſe the Glory 
of that Day-Spring from on high,” "which thro” 
the tender Meriy of God, hath viſited us.” © 
But once more, examine him and ſee his 
Impious Abſurdities, in the ſingle Inſtance of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection (which indeed is the 
ſure Anchor of all our Hopes in him) he there 
confidently denies the Matter of Fut, how 
clearly ſoever Atteſted, and affirms a Spiritual | 
Reſurrection only to be imply d in it. But 
according to his own' Account (not to inſiſt 
on the particular Circumſtances of the Story,” 
under which It is Morally Impoſſible! to ſup⸗ 
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poſe it a Falſbood) I would willingly know 
how there could be any Spiritual Reſur- 
rection, at leaſt ſuppos'd, if there were no 
Circumſtance Typical, or Emblem Significant of 
it? Either therefore he muſt grant that there 
was ſome Turn in Chriſt's Life Symbolical of 
it, or his own Zaference falls of courſe. For 
the very ſuppoſal of an Action to be Myſti- 
cally or Spiritually under ſtood, muſt at the ſame 
Time neceſſarily infer the Realiiy and Letter 
of it. But it ſeems he had rather than con- 
ceal, either his Ifincerity or his Ignorance, 
draw his Argument for it, from mere Nothing ; 
an Abſurdity as Chimerical as his other Pofi- 
tions, and. muſt Ultimately end in the utter 
Subverſion of Chriſtianity. Therefore if he 
admits Jeſus to be the Chriſt, (as he often 
does) he can't but admit alſo all the Predicti- 
ons relating to the Meſſiab to be Accompliſh'd 
in Him but how were they Accompliſh'd, if 
he in no Circumſtance verify d them? 5 

Thus, had I time, I might run thro all his 
Arguments, and ſhew you their ſeveral Con- 
tradiction-, which he has falſly laid to our 


charge; and be able to ſtate, on the con- 


trary, the undoubted Reality of Chriſt's other 


Miracles, from thoſe very Particulars, which 


he has preſumptuouſly taken him to cavil 
at. However I ſhall at-preſent content my 
ſelf only to make this other Obſervation, 
how grofly he has miſapply d the Fathers, and 


abuſed their Arguments, in Favour of his 


Infidelity. The Authors, he has quoted, are 

but few; and tis remarkable, he has extort- 

ed Meanings out of them, in direct Oppo- 
2 D | | ſition 


26 A Sermon Preach d before the 
firion to what they Uſed and Defigned them for. 
This has been his Treatment of St. Hilary, 
Origen, St. Auſtin, (n) Eraſmus, &c. Tho 
it muſt be allow id, that They, together with 
St. Cyrill and St. Gregory, apply'd themſelves 
much, and perhaps more than was needful, 
to this Method of interpreting Scriptures : but 
yet where do they wholly reje& the Letter of 
it ? If they did receive the one, did they 
not allow of the other alſo? And are not 
others, St. Jerom, Chryſoſtom and Theodoret, 
as laborious to Eſtabliſh the Letter, as they 
were delighted with the Figure? Moreover, 
any common Reader may diſcern, how they 
uſed and intended the Alegory, not as the 
natural Signification, but only as a Means to 
ſtir up and engage the Thoughts of their Hear- 
ers more Attentively, on the Lerter of it; 
And it was rather, as we gather from St. 
Chryſoſtom and St. Gregory, a Moral Commen- 
tary on, than any True and Myſtical Meaning 
"of, the Hiſtory: rp 45 
Beſides, I may ſafely add this as a Reaſon 
likewiſe, that as the Fewiſh Rabbins had ge- 
'nerally uſed this Method, in the Interpreta- 
tions of the Lau, and not Unjuſtly, that be- 
ing only a ſimple Repreſentation or Portrai- + 
(* Whoſe ſeveral Paſſages I might here particularly a 
enumerate, was J not well Satisfied from my own Colla- l 
tions of them, that we need only look into their Origi- | 
nals to be Convinc'd, how ungenerous and diſhoneſt his 1 
Repreſentations of them are: But as a full Citation of 7 
them, I fear, might be either Foreign, or would at leaſt 1 
ſwell a Diſcourſe of this Kind, to too large a Bulk; So 
the Expetations we at preſent entertain of having this 
Tak very ſoon and juſtly Perform'd by a Learned and 
Judicious Prelate of our Church, muſt render it in hi- 
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ture of the Goſpel, that was to ſucceed and 
fulfill it, ſo the Cuſtom prevail'd even with 
ſome of the Fathers, in the firſt Ages to follow 
this Method of the Cabbaliſts; tho' by the way, 
they never doubted once of the Fact, and | 
Letter of the Scriptures, however they Ex- 1 a 
pounded them, as Daille (o) has very learned- 

ly Proved. Hence Photius. (p) accuſes Philo, 
for introducing ſo much Exceſs of it, into his 

own Writings, and Origen and ſome Others, 

for Transferring it from him into the Church, 

and continuing it for ſome Time afterwards ; 

till Origen was again Reprehended by St. 

Jerom (q), who often declares, he Bluſb d (r) 

at his own Attempts of this Kind. St. Auſtin 

too Acknowledges in his Confeſſzons, as well 

the Danger, as Uſeleſneſs, of it in Contro- 

verſies againſt Jews and Hereticks. For He 

ſays of Allegorical Interpretations, Non eſſe 

hunc ſenſum contentiofis & infidelibus ſenfibus in- 

gerendum and St. Jerom on the 13th of St. 

Matthew affirms, Pius quidem ſenſus, ſed nun- 

quam parabola & dubia anigmatum intelligentia 


(9) In his Treatiſe concerning the right Uſe of the Fathers. 
(p) Cod. 105. ed diuas Y mis 5 aningeentde 
4 yeapns iv n Extanola a6y@- 8 xv UT puny as. 
viz. (ut in margine notatur). per Origenem & Cyrillum 
Alemandrinum, ut inter Latinos B. 4mbroſius pleraque a 
Philone mutuatus eſt. e ty 
(4) Venenara ſunt illius dogmata, aliena a Scripturis 
Sanctis, vim Scripturis facientia Hierony. Epiſt. 65. Pam- 
machio & Oceano de erroribus Origenis. Ita in Comment, is 
Hieremiam, allegoricus & delirus interpres vocatur. 
x) Fateor, miratus ſum quod quantumvis aliquis male 
ſcripſerir, invenit lectorem ſimilem ſui ; ille prædicabat, 
and ego erubeſcebam; ille quaſi myſticos intellectus ferebar _ 
hi: ad cælum, ego demiſſo capite, confiteri pudorem meaum 
ire prohib ebar. = poteſt 
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